
It was a full Tuesday night on Oct. 21 on the 
Hill as the usual characters and many more 

ventured out to various events going on just 
outside the Parliamentary Precinct, building 
up to one of the highlights on the social cal-
endar: the Travers Debates. The theme for the 
evening was “Canada’s Place in the World,” 
and upon writing and refl ecting on the 
events that unfolded the following morning 
it was clear all in the room had no idea how 
relevant this was all about to become. 

Justin Trudeau Common 
Ground Media Launch

To kick off the evening, Liberal Party 
Leader Justin Trudeau had a media recep-
tion at 5:30 p.m. at Métropolitain, or a mini-
launch (do not read that as a CF-18 joke) of 
his book, Common Ground. 

The fi rst in line to get her book signed, 
was Michele Austin, senior adviser at Sum-
ma Strategies, and Conservative pundit, 
who left shortly after. There were a few 
photo-ops, but the feet of any of the children 
in the room remained planted fi rmly on the 
ground. The small list of those who came 
out, very few ever made it over to the table 
where they were selling copies of Common 
Ground, opting instead to take their chance 
to chat shoulder-to-shoulder with Mr. 
Trudeau. It was a scene one couldn’t help 
but picture framed on the next Conserva-
tive Party Christmas card. Among those in 
attendance at the media party, (ha) were 
The Ottawa Citizen’s Glen McGregor; Post-
media News’ Stephen Maher; CBC’s Julie 
Van Dusen, Catherine Cullen; The Vancou-
ver Observer’s Matthew Millar and Janice 
Dickson; World Press Freedom Committee 
secretary Charles Morrow; freelancer Justin 
Ling; The Hill Times Anne Marie Creskey, 
Kate Malloy, Mark Burgess, as well as sister 
publication The Wire Report’s Anja Karade-
glija and Peter Henderson. From the Liberal 
camp, Mr. Trudeau’s photographer Adam 
Scotti, top advisers Gerald Butts and Katie 
Telford, communications director Kate Pur-
chase, MP Chrystia Freeland, and candidate 
and former CTV anchor Seamus O’Regan 
who was in town to host Trudeau’s second 
engagement of the evening, an appearance 
at the Ottawa International Writers Festival. 
Mr. Trudeau then departed to talk about his 
book at the Ottawa International Writers 
Festival at the Southminster United Church 
on Aylmer Avenue. 

Third Annual Travers Debates 
A group—in good spirits thanks to the 

empty and open bar at the Met—made 
their way down past the National War Me-
morial to the NAC for the third annual ren-
dition of the Travers Debates, it was clear 
there was anticipation in the air as the eve-
ning has become one of the hottest tickets 
in town and those both on and off the list 
were sharing their excitement or jealousy 
throughout the day, via #travers2014. 

It was a lively crowd, buzzing through 
the reception area and in clusters around the 
sold-out tables as Ottawa gathered to once 
again pay tribute to the late Jim Travers, the 

former national affairs columnist for The 
Toronto Star, and a friend, colleague and 
notable wordsmith to many in the room. 
The two years past saw $110,000 raised for 
the R. James Travers Foreign Corresponding 
Fellowship, and after the silent auction was 
settled, an additional $47,000 came in. Mr. 
Travers’ son, Ben addressing the crowd, said 
that his family looked forward to every Octo-
ber as a chance to celebrate “Dad’s memory.” 
News clippings from former fellowship win-
ners lined the lobby, and past recipient Mike 
Blanchfi eld spoke about the chance the fund 
gives to get out of the newsroom cubicles 
and tell stories not many others are. The 2014 
Fellowship recipient is The Toronto Star’s 
Marco Chown Oved. 

Master of ceremonies once again was 
CBC national reporter Rosie Barton, her and 
moderator, former Liberal MP and former 
leader Bob Rae went dig for dig in a playful 
back and forth throughout the evening. 

The fi rst debate of the evening; “Be it 
resolved that nominees to the Red Chamber 
be selected by means of a TV reality show, 
with winners chosen by the public, voting in 
real time via Twitter,” was argued in favour by 
Green Party Leader Elizabeth May and CTV’s 
Power Play host Don Martin and against the 
idea were Transport Minister Lisa Raitt and 
Global’s West Block host Tom Clark, ending 
in a tie, and a room full of politicos in stitches. 

Mr. Martin was the fi rst to take the mic, 
saying the TV cameras and active twitter 
feeds in the room forced him to edit his 
remarks, or his memoir would be called “I 
didn’t know the f*cking mic was on.” He took 
the crowd through a quick-winded descrip-
tion of possible games in this reality show, 
like the Mac Harb 100 km dash, the Duffy 
chow-down and the Wright dash-for-dollars. 
He ended his points asking, “would you rath-
er have Stephen Harper or Kady O’Malley 
and Rosie Barton pick the senators? 

As Ms. May began her plea for real-time 
reality TV selection of our members of Sober 
Second Thought, she said was happy to fi nal-
ly be invited to a national debate. Her win-
ning lines were plays on current pop culture 
and movie references, including a Hunger 
Games monologue in which star Katniss was 
being played by Bridgette DePape.

In opposition, Ms. Raitt began by joking 
that her material cannot be used in attack 
ads against her, before going on to make a 
The Bachelor/Justin Trudeau comparison, 
suggesting there’s been enough Parliamen-
tarians seeking celebrity status and maybe 
women have received enough roses from the  
Trudeaus, a line met with equal parts gasps 
and bursts of laughter. She also made a com-
parison between Big Brother and the PMO, 
saying they always know who the head of the 
household is, and they watch Conservative 
MPs’ every move, in what was an impressive 
series of one-liners. 

Rounding out the debate was Mr. Clark 
who made his arguments based on type-cast-
ing comparisons with current political fi gures 
and their celebrity counterparts. The debate 
fi nally came to an end after former PBO and 
debate timekeeper Kevin Page had been ig-
nored many times. They just wanted to make 
him feel at home, joked the debaters. 

The second debate of the evening, aimed 
at making you “think” about whether or not 
Canada has lost its way in the world. Argu-
ing that the country has lost its way, was Ot-
tawa Citizen columnist and author Andrew 
Cohen and arguing against that nation was 
Maclean’s columnist and author Paul Wells. 
Mr. Cohen argued that Canada now “wor-
ships at the alter of compromise” and that 
our foreign policy is somewhere between 
“illiberal nationalism” and “conservative 
moralism” and tying it together with the idea 
that over the years we’ve moved away from 
the principles that have guided us. 

Mr. Wells, sitting stoically listening to his 
counterpart in a stance best described as 
“thinking man,” argued that he still sees Cana-
dian values represented in our international 
relations and although sometimes in his narra-
tive it seems the coverage leans towards the ar-
gument that there is no creativity in Canadian 
foreign policy, the lament is  “an older hit than 
anything Nickleback’s done.”  The pair also 
were asked to answer, if they were hypotheti-
cally advising the Prime Minister, what advice 
would they give about domestic security, given 

recent ISIL threat, and in an unprecedented 
Travers Debates fi rst, the two came together, in 
agreement to conclude the debate. 

Among those in attendance were: The 
Ottawa Citizen’s Chris Cobb, Carl Neus-
taedter, and Christina Spencer; Le Devoir’s 
Marie Vastel; iPolitics’ Annie Bergeron-Ol-
iver, Kristie Smith, Michelle Zilio and 
Elizabeth Thomson; Huffi ngton Post Can-
ada’s Althia Raj; CBC’s Janyce McGregor; 
Maclean’s Michael Petrou; The Toronto 
Star’s Less Whittington; CTV’s Power 
Play producer Alyson Fair, Embassy’s 
Laura Beaulne-Stuebing; The Hill Times’ 
Kate Malloy, Mark Burgess, Anne-Marie 
Creskey and yours truly. Also spotted John 
Chenier, Sean Moore, Elly Alboim, Bill 
Fox, the NAC’s Rosemary Thompson,  NDP 
MP Megan Leslie, Conservative MP Can-
dice Bergen, Liberal MP Adam Vaughn, 
and Stephen Hendrie of Inuit Tapiriit 
Kanatami; photographer and writer Phil 
Kinsman, many GR-types Michel Libiron 
from CIBC and Google’s Colin McKay. 
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Hillites come out 
for Travers Debates, 

Trudeau’s book launch
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Conservative MP Peter Kent and honorary 
co-chair of the Travers Debates. 

Attendees at the third-annual Travers Debates at the 
NAC on Tuesday night.

Anti-Twitter-Senate-selection debaters Transport 
Minister Lisa Raitt and Global’s Tom Clark.

CTV’s Annie Bergeron Oliver, 
Embassy ’s Laura Beaulne-Stuebing 
and DFAIT’s Brittany Fletcher.

Rosemary Barton and 
former PBO Kevin Page. 

Stephen Hendrie, Megan Leslie and 
L. Ian MacDonald. 

Lisa Samson and 
Paul Wells.

Bob Rae and 
Andrew Cohen.

Global Public Affairs’ Ann Marie Pullen, Global’s 
Laura Stone and Le Devoir’s Marie Vastel.

NDP MP Megan Leslie and 
Transport Minister MP Lisa Raitt. 

Former Ottawa journalist, 
Juliette O’Neill.

Green Party Leader 
Elizabeth May.

CTV’s Don Martin, mid-debate.
John Manley, president and CEO, 
Canadian Council of Cheif Executives.

CBC Parliamentary reporter 
and ‘Mistress of Ceremonies’ 
Rosemary Barton.

Bob Rae and honorary 
co-chair of the Travers 
Debates.


