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Is Twitter killing journalism? That was 
the debating-style question put to four 

illustrious federal political players at last 
week’s first-ever James Travers Debates 
held at the NAC in Ottawa.

Toronto Star columnist Chantal Hébert, 
who argued with NDP House Leader 
Nathan Cullen that Twitter is indeed 
destroying journalism, said the media and 
politicians have always been in a fishbowl, 
but now with Twitter on the scene, that 
fishbowl is just bigger, more people are 
talking to each other in the aquarium of 
hashtag #cdnpoli, but it’s not any better. 
Ms. Hébert said there are blue, red, orange, 
and some green fish and the media are the 
black fish that eat up the slime and algae 
and try to keep the tank clean. But it’s still 
an aquarium, which is getting dirtier and 
the outside world doesn’t like what it sees. 
Eventually, she said, the fish die and get 
flushed down the toilet. 

Mr. Cullen said that as his party’s 
House leader, he now hates Twitter because 
he’s a “sensitive new age guy from the 
West Coast” who can’t handle the negative 
tweeters. “Some of these comments make 
Question Period look civil.” He also said 
Twitter is feeding “Twinkie politics,” and 
tweeting inside the #cdnpoli hashtag is like 
being in a bar that you can’t leave. 

Mr. Rae, who was the last debater to 
speak, said he was fed up with journal-
ists thinking they’re somehow better than 
politicians because they’re not, and said, 
if anything, journalists “are not eating the 
slime, you’re it,” to roars of laughter in the 
room, packed full of journalists, politicians, 
lobbyists, and political players. 

“We’re all swimming in same stuff!” And 
Twitter, Mr. Rae said, is “superficial, funda-
mentally stupid” and “based on innuendo.” 

On a roll, Mr. Rae said he doesn’t see 
the point in reading comments from his 
estimated 30,000 followers on Twitter say-
ing, “Bob Rae, you’re an asshole!” Again, 
the room erupted in laughter.

When it was quiet, Mr. Rae took on a 
more serious tone and said that he knew 
former Toronto Star reporter James Travers 
well. “I don’t know what he would’ve thought 
about Twitter,” he said, “but he was someone 
who thought seriously about issues.” 

In the rebuttal round, Ms. Hébert, con-
tinuing on her fish analogy, said she’s “glad 
Bob Rae is not sushi because it would be 
bitter fish.”

The Travers Debates is a fundraiser for 
the R. James Travers Foreign Correspond-
ing Fellowship, which awards a journalist 
with $25,000 to cover an international issue 
that affects Canada. It honours Travers’ six  
years of foreign reporting from Africa and 
the Middle East.

Mr. Rae was supposed to be arguing on 
the side of CBC’s Kady O’Malley, an avid 
tweeter, who said Twitter is just part of 
politics and journalism today. On the other 
hand, Ms. O’Malley, who disassociated 
herself from her debating partner, told the 
sold-out audience that it’s possible Twitter 
is killing journalism, however, if that does 
happen it’s not Twitter’s fault. Journalists 
and their bosses are to blame, she said, and 
Twitter is just another avenue for news and 
interaction with audiences. 

Canada 2020’s Don Newman was the 
master of ceremonies. The honorary co-
chairs were former Liberal deputy prime 
minister and current president and CEO of 
the Canadian Council of Chief Executives 
John Manley and Environment Minister 
Peter Kent. Mr. Kent, a former broadcast 
journalist, was not able to make it to the 

event, but sent a few words that Mr. Man-
ley read out. Mr. Manley delivered quite 
a colourful and lively speech in tribute to 
Travers, noting that “celebrating James 
Travers can make for strange bedfellows.” 

The U.S. presidential debate was going 
on at the same time as the Travers Debates 
and Mr. Manley said of all the debates to 
be tuning into that night, the audience was 
at the right one. He said his one advice to 
the debaters, however, was “hold nothing 

back, draw blood if you can … [and] howl 
derisively like Travers would do.” Oh, and 
“please leave Big Bird alone!”

Conservative Senator Hugh Segal was 
the debate moderator and injected some 
humour into the event with some self-
deprecating jokes. Former auditor general 
Sheila Fraser was the official timekeeper. 

More than 370 people came out to sup-
port the event, including Travers’ former 
colleagues, The Toronto Star’s Bruce Cam-
pion Smith, Susan Delacourt, Les Whit-
tington, and Joanna Smith; CTV’s Craig 
Oliver and Roger Smith; CBC’s Laura 
Payton, Sharon Musgrave, and Megan Fitz-
patrick; The Globe and Mail’s Lawrence 
Martin; The Ottawa Citizen’s Gerry Nott; 
and Postmedia News’ Mark Kennedy, and 
Christina Spencer.

Carleton University’s Norma Green-
away, Maria McClintock, Susan Harada, 
Christopher Waddell and Christopher 
Dornan were also there in support of the 
fellowship, which is being overseen by the 
university.

Former Globe and Mail columnist Hugh 
Winsor was there, as was Macleans’ Michael 
Petrou and Mitchel Raphael and iPolitics’ 
Elizabeth Thompson and Cynthia Münster. 
Earnscliffe’s Geoff Norquay and Robin 
Sears were there with former Brian Mul-
roney communications director Bill Fox.

Other media in the crowd were: Cana-
dian Geographic’s Samia Madwar, and The 
Hill Times’ Kate Malloy, HOH, and Embas-
sy’s Anne Marie Creskey.

Conservative staffers Alykhan Velshi 
and Adam Sweet also attended, as did 
Liberal staffer Anthony Caricato. Other 
notables included the ITK’s Stephen Hen-
drie, CIBC’s Patrick Kennedy, Canada 
2020’s Eugene Lang, former diplomat 
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Navy League of Canada will be hosting a day of celebration of the
Royal Canadian Navy

La Ligue navale du Canada sera l’hôte d’une journée de célébration de la
Marine royale Canadienne

Tuesday, October 30th, 2012 / mardi, le 30 octobre, 2012

5:00 pm – 7:00 pm

Room 253-D, Centre Block / 253-D, édifice du centre

Please/SVP RSVP to/à (613) 998-2952 or/ou awarden@navyleague.ca

Navy Appreciation Day 2012
Journée de reconnaissance de la Marine 2012
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Political/media fishbowl is now an 
aquarium with Twitter; it’s bigger 

but it’s still dirty, says Hébert

Continued on Page 43

The Travers Debates: Oh, what a night!
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Funny guy, Interim Liberal Leader Bob Rae.

Green Leader Elizabeth May with Bill Fox, 
centre, and Tory Sen. Hugh Segal.

Canada 2020’s Don Newman and the CCCE’s John Manley.

Chantal Hebert, Kady O’Malley and Mr. Rae.

Allan Gregg argues for Canada.

Bill Fox and Robert Fowler.

Former AG Sheila Fraser.
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Robert Fowler, former NDP staffer Brad 
Lavigne, Ensight’s Anne McGrath, Green 
Party Leader Elizabeth May, Liberal 
Senators Jim Munson and Terry Mercer, 
Liberal MPs Judy Sgro, Judy Foote, Caro-
lyn Bennett and Geoff Regan, NDP MP 
Chris Charlton, the Historica Dominion 
Institute’s Andrew Cohen, the National 
Citizens Coalition’s Steven Taylor, Hill 
Times columnist Susan Riley, the Forest 
Products Association’s Susan Murray, Hill 
and Knowlton’s Graham Green and Inside 
Ottawa’s John Chenier.

When Sen. Segal introduced Mr. Rae, he 
said he was the NDP 21st premier of Ontario. 
“I’m going to make an announcement,” Sen. 
Segal said. “There is an opening for some-
thing called the 25th premier of Ontario,” to 
which Mr. Rae stood up to wave, jokingly 
looking for votes as a potential Ontario Lib-
eral leadership candidate after Ontario Pre-
mier Dalton McGuinty surprisingly stepped 
down from the post last Monday. 

Sen. Segal said that if Mr. Rae runs that 
Liberal leadership, since he’s bowed out of 
the federal one, his slogan should be “Love 
is better the second time around” because 
there will be a cross-generational appeal. 

When Mr. Rae got up to speak, he noted 
that in the 140-character Twitterverse, that 
slogan would be “Bob Rae: Sloppy Seconds.” 

At the end of the first debate, Sen. 
Segal said that the audience would get to 
vote “for something whose outcome is not 
known before it’s called, unlike in Parlia-
ment.” By applause, the audience voted for 
Mr. Rae and Ms. O’Malley’s team, “affirm-
ing that journalism is not dead yet.”

After the intermission, featuring a 
silent auction, the second debaters took to 
the stage. Ottawa Citizen columnist Dan 
Gardner and pollster Allan Gregg debated 
the resolution “the future of the United 
States is brighter than that of Canada.” Mr. 
Gardner argued for the resolution, while 
Mr. Gregg argued against.

Mr. Gardner said that the U.S. is an “open 
and creative society” and is the “world’s 
dynamo” which still holds true today, despite 
the economic recession. Mr. Gregg—who 
began his opening remarks with “honour-
able Senator, honourable time keeper, and 
honourable guests” and then “Dan, you silly 
dink,” which got a lot of laughs—said that the 
U.S. “is suffering from post-hegemonic stress 
syndrome” and that Canada is a much more 
balanced and productive country. 

The debate was informative and more 
serious in tone and at the end, it was close, 
but Sen. Segal said Mr. Gregg won 51 to 49 
per cent of the applause. 

The silent auction raised close to 
$10,000 for the Travers fellowship, which is 
currently accepting applications.

Conservative Senator Oliver speaks 
about volunteering

Conservative Senator Don Oliver first 
volunteered overseas in Ethiopia 50 years 
ago, and he said that experience left a last-
ing impact on him.

“It’s wonderful to be in a room full of 
volunteers. I have a natural kinship with 
all of you,” Sen. Oliver said at a reception 
for the International Volunteer Cooperation 

Organizations Conference 
on Oct. 16 at the National 
Arts Centre.

He said he was a vol-
unteer with Crossroads 
International while he 
was a law student and 
went to Ethiopia when 
it was devastated by 
drought in 1962. “It 
helped me understand 
inequality and started 
a lifetime commitment 
to volunteering,”  said 
Sen. Oilver, pictured 
right. “It changed me 
forever. … Volunteer 
cooperation is not an 
outdated model of development, but an 
idea whose time has come.” 

Representatives from major international 
development organizations were there, 
including Cuso, Canada World Youth, Oxfam 
and World University Service of Canada. 

NDP MP Donnelly creates all-party 
Oceans Caucus

NDP MP Fin Donnelly, 
pictured, created an all-par-
ty Oceans Caucus recently 
which held its first meeting 
last week featuring a key-
note speech from Doug Wal-
lace, an ocean science profes-
sor from Dalhousie University. 

“The Oceans Caucus 
will provide a forum for 
discussing how Canada 
can grow its coastal 
and ocean economy 
while protecting its 
marine ecosystem,” 
Mr. Donnelly said 
in a press release. 
“With the longest 
coastline in the world, Canada is well-posi-
tioned to become a world leader in marine 
conservation and technology.”

Mr. Donnelly co-chairs the caucus with 
Conservative MP Bruce Stanton. Other 
founding members of the caucus include 
Liberal MP Francis Scarpaleggia and 
Green Party Leader Elizabeth May. 

The first all-party Oceans Caucus focus-
es on discussing issues affecting oceans 
and Canada’s costal communities such as 
tourism, aquaculture, fish stocks, biomass, 
and the economy.

“There is a tremendous opportunity in 
our oceans today to grow our coastal econ-
omy and to balance that growth with the 
needs of the ecosystem to develop a sus-
tainable path forward,” Mr. Stanton said. 
“This caucus will provide a way for elected 
representatives to discuss these important 
issues in a thoughtful way.”

Meanwhile, Seniors Minister of State 
Alice Wong held a press conference on Oct. 
11 to support the shark fin import industry 
in her Richmond, B.C., riding, which Mr. 
Donnelly also spoke out against.

Ms. Wong invited about 20 media out-
lets, none of which were English-language, 
to Jade restaurant, whose owner David 
Chung is the B.C. Asian Restaurant and 
Café Owners Association head. Mr. Chung 
opposes various municipalities’ attempts to 

ban shark fin in British Columbia.
In a statement, Ms. Wong’s spokes-

person Robert Lynch said that regulating 
shark-finning is a federal issue. 

“We have no intention of introducing 
legislation to make shark fin soup illegal,” he 
said. “If a product such as shark fin is derived 
from a legal, humane and sustainable har-
vest, we see no basis to restrict its trade.”

Mr. Donnelly currently has a private 
member’s bill banning shark finning. The 
International Fund for Animal Welfare esti-
mates that more than 70 million sharks are 
killed each year from businesses that har-
vest shark fins by cutting their fins off and 
throwing them back into the water to die. 

“I’m very surprised that the minister 
would try to defend this practice of finning 
and say this is okay. This is a real conserva-
tion issue,” Mr. Donnelly told CBC last week. 
“Scientists are saying we are losing sharks at 
a dramatic rate around the world and apex 
predators like sharks play a critical role in 
maintaining ocean eco-system health.”

Mr. Lynch said the NDP’s stance on a 
shark fin import ban dismisses “the legiti-
mate concerns of the Chinese community 
and business owners.” Shark fin soup is 
considered a delicacy in Chinese culture.

Actor Keller plays Bélanger in Smilin’ Jack

Before shooting Smilin’ Jack: The Jack 
Layton Story, actor Joel Keller never met 
Karl Bélanger, the NDP’s long-time press 
secretary and current principal secretary 
to NDP Leader Thomas Mulcair. 

Mr. Keller told HOH that while he was film-
ing a scene, he said he came in and said there 
needed to be someone being “more aggressive” 
and saying, “No, no, this is wrong. We can’t do 
that.” NDP MP Olivia Chow, Layton’s widow, 
happened to be on set that day, and he said she 
told him, “Wow, you’ve must’ve talked to Karl, 
you’re acting just like him.” 

Mr. Keller, who was in Ottawa last week 
with ACTRA to lobby Parliamentarians on 
signing and ratifying the Beijing Treaty of 
the WIPO agreement, said that he hadn’t 
talked to Mr. Bélanger about portraying 
him in the Layton biopic but was happy 
that others who knew him said he did well.

“What was important to me was Karl’s 
physicality around Jack. I learned that they 
were quite tight. Olivia was telling me they 
spent a lot of time on the road together 
and it was a very affectionate relationship 
there. So I wanted to know when it came to 
dealing with Rick [Roberts] who was play-
ing Jack, would I grab his arm, or gently 
tap him on the back and lead him off, what 
would Karl be around Jack?” Mr. Keller 
said in a phone interview with HOH.

Mr. Keller said they were shooting a 
scene about Quebec during the election, 
and Mr. Roberts wanted to come off the 
bus and say, “Hello everyone, I’m Jack Lay-
ton and I’m running for prime minister.” 
Mr. Keller said that Ms. Chow noted he 
might not have said that at that time, so she 
turned around to Nammi Poorooshasb, for-
mer NDP headquarters’ communications 
director who is now working in Manitoba 
Premier Greg Selinger’s office, and asked 
him to ask Mr. Bélanger about it.

“I said what do you mean ask Karl? Are 
you talking to him right now?” Mr. Keller 
said. “What is he saying? [Mr. Poorooshasb] 
said, ‘Okay I like the way he dresses, not as 
good looking as me though,’ and then Karl 
wrote, ‘but tell him I never drink or swore 
on the campaign,’ and I said [to Mr. Pooroo-

shasb] you text him back exactly what I 
say: ‘You do fucking now.’”

Mr. Keller, who stars in CBC TV’s Men 
With Brooms, said it’s “not weird” but “dif-
ferent” portraying a real person rather than 
a fictional character. 

“You can’t push the envelope as much as 
you might when you’re making someone up. 
The important person to get the role right 
was Rick playing Jack and of course Sook 
Yin [Lee] playing Olivia. If I got Karl wrong I 
don’t think anybody would be banging down 
the door except Karl. There was a bit of lee-
way,” he said. “That’s a better question to ask 
Rick Roberts because I guarantee you he was 
under a lot more pressure to get Jack right.”

For his part, Mr. Bélanger said: “It’s a 
little strange. That’s all I can say. It’s strange. 
Knowing that it was happening was okay, 
but I’ve seen some scenes and you know, that 
person is you, and kind of looks like you, and 
is saying things you’ve said, it’s strange.”

Mr. Bélanger told HOH that he met Mr. 
Keller for the first time in Toronto two weeks 
ago. Mr. Keller, who lives in the Toronto Dan-
forth, Ont., riding, said they had dinner at 
Ms. Chow’s house and it was strange to see 
everything in real life. When he was in Ottawa 
last week, Mr. Keller said Mr. Bélanger also 
showed him Layton’s former office. He said 
he was not overly political before the movie, 
but has since become more politically aware. 
“When I had the opportunity to do it, I just 
thought this is so important,” he said. 

NDP MP Andrew Cash tweeted a photo 
of the two last week and a few made com-
ments on who they thought could play 
Mr. Bélanger. “I was plugging Jonah Hill!” 
tweeted the CBC’s Chris Hall. 

NDP press secretary George Soule 
tweeted “Philip Seymour Hoffman woulda 
been good.” 

Mr. Bélanger said Mr. Keller was a 
“great guy.”

Meanwhile, Mr. Keller said actors were 
on the Hill last week to lobby the federal 
government on copyright issues. Artists 
who appear outside of Canada in films don’t 
receive compensation like musicians do, he 
said, noting that there is a private deal with 
Spain that will see $1-million in rights com-
ing back to Canadian artists. “I don’t think 
anyone is going to get $100,000, because it’s 
going to go out to a lot of people, but I mean, 
a couple hundred bucks to someone who 
doesn’t work everyday is a big deal,” he said.

Smilin’ Jack is set to air on CBC next 
March.

Binkley wins Diamond Jubilee Medal
Long time Canadian Press reporter 

Alex Binkley, now a freelance reporter 
who covers agriculture issues, won a Dia-
mond Jubilee Medal in a surprise presenta-
tion ceremony at an event last week.

More than 60 people were at the Cock 
and Lion pub in downtown Ottawa for the 
celebration. 

“Alex has been a stalwart of the Parlia-
mentary Press Gallery since the 1970s but he 
had a journalism career before then, work-
ing for the Canadian Press in Halifax (where 
he got to know Canadian blues legend Dutch 
Mason) and Montreal (where he covered 
sports and got to interview Jean Beliveau). 
In Ottawa, he has written about every agri-
culture minister since Eugene Whelan and 
that’s a lot of agriculture ministers,” Western 
Producer reporter Barry Wilson, who also 
spoke at the event, told HOH. 

The Grain Growers of Canada nomi-
nated Mr. Binkley for the medal for his 
agricultural reporting. 

Richard Phillips from the Grain Growers 
presented him with the medal during the 
“Aggie Night” event, an informal gathering 
for agri-food professionals, organized by 
Food and Consumer Products of Canada’s 
Carla Ventin. Those in attendance included 
former colleagues Norma Greenaway, Juliet 
O’Neil and Dave Blaikie along with Canadi-
an Federation of Agriculture president Ron 
Bonnett, and Inside Ottawa’s John Chenier 
and various representatives from embassies 
and high commissions.

bvongdou@hilltimes.com
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There’s something about Karl: Keller and Bélanger.
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